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August 30, 2PM-5PM, Open 

House at the Museum and the 

Riley House 

September 2, 7PM, Trustee 

Meeting 

September 12, 11am-4PM, Mu-

seum and Barn, Olde Thyme 

Fayre 

September 13, 12PM-5PM, Mu-

seum and Barn, Olde Thyme 

Fayre 

September 27, 2PM-5PM, Open 

House at the Museum 

October 7, 7PM, Trustee 

Meeting 

October 25, 2PM-5PM, Open 

House at the Museum and Riley 

House 

November 4, 7PM, Trustee 

Meeting 

November 22, 2PM-5PM, Open 

House at the Museum, Pro-

gram: National Association of 

Watch & Clock Collectors (2-

4PM) 

December 2, 7PM-9PM, Riley 

House, Annual Christmas Party 

New Feature 

Have you ever looked for another way to honor or congratulate someone or 
to celebrate a special occasion??  The Historical Society offers a new oppor-
tunity to dedicate a Newsletter!  For $50 you can say “Happy Birthday”, 
“Congratulations on Graduating or Retiring” or “Thank You”.  Checks and the 
information you want printed should be mailed to the Twinsburg Historical 
Society, PO Box 7, Twinsburg  44087.  Please include your own contact info in 
case the Editor has a question. 

This months Newsletter Dedication:   Marjorie A. Pero 

Miss Pero, age 96, passed away peacefully on March 29, 2020. 
Miss Pero was a life resident of Suffield, and graduated from Suffield High 
School.  Marjorie received her master’s degree from Kent State University, 
and retired from Twinsburg High School where she was a Science Teacher.  
Many of us will remember the leaf collection that we had to do and the many 
dissections we had to perform to pass biology.  She was a member of St. Jo-
seph Church in Randolph and the St. Joseph Ladies Bowling League.  Margie’s 
hobbies included quilting, sewing, needlepoint, crafts and gardening.  She also 
enjoyed traveling, golfing, bowling and playing cards.  A memorial service will 
be announced at a later date.  

Our Trivia Challenge is over and the winner is….Dale Diersing! 

As promised, here are the correct answers, to the best of our knowledge: 

1. The first year for “Tales of Locust Grove”  -  2008 

2. Twinsburg was originally called Millsville because the southeast part of 
the township, where Ethan Alling settled, was owned by Mr. Mills and Mr. 
Hoadley.    The name was changed to Twinsburg at the request of the Wilcox 
Twins.  In return, the Twins donated six acres of land for the town square and 
$20 towards the building of a school. 

3. Twinsburg first got electricity in 1915 or 1916 

4. 1976 - the first Twins celebration – part of the Country’s bicentennial.  It 
was named Twins Days in 1977. 

5. Schools closed in 1918 because of the “Spanish Flu” 

6. First High School State Championship – Girls’ Basketball, 2011 

7. Betty Quesenberry Tomko was Twinsburg’s first female firefighter 

8. First Library – 2010 – The Samuel Bissell Memorial Library 



 

 

August has been a month of planning and preparing and transitioning to a new way of preserving history. We 
are working hard to keep the Museum relevant and the community safe and so we will share some  of our 
plans.  

We are still hosting our regular Open Houses on the last Sunday of every month. We have not scheduled any 
speakers but we have been working to reorganize the regular displays and add new ones. The Open House 
on August 30th will once again feature a table sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Hudson. You will 
be able to pick up absentee ballot applications and and voter registration as well information about becom-
ing a poll worker.  The table will be in the parking lot, weather permitting, so it will not interfere with your 
museum experience.   

The Virtual  OTF 

We are working on our plans for the Olde Thyme Fayre. It has been challenging to recreate our beloved 
event in virtual style. We will still be showcasing what people have grown or made at home, but we are ask-
ing that you take pictures instead of bringing them to the Barn and email them to 
oldethymefayre@gmail.com . We will post then on the website. Suggested categories might be hanging bas-
kets, flower arrangements, produce (picked or growing), herbs, individual plants, or full landscapes. We al-
ways like sunflowers. Please limit your pictures to no more than two of each item. Pictures must be in by 
September 5. 

Handmade items could be anything knitted, crocheted, sewn, woven, painted, etc. Please include your name 
and a description with every picture. This is an easy to showcase your special talents without ever leaving 
home. Since we are not judging any thing everyone is a winner.  

There will be a video available describing our antique printing press operation.  Lana Verbic and Carole 
Krupa, the ladies who create the Kids Krafts in “Charlotte’s Corner” in the Barn are still working on some 
craft ideas to share online. They are getting help from Charlotte’s daughter, Stephanie Wike. Check the Fa-
ceBook page  and website for any updates or new information. 

All of this will be available through a link on the website. 

We will miss the bake sale but it will be back next year better than ever.   

We have taped a wonderful virtual tour of the museum. It is a quick and easy walk through some of our 
most interesting exhibits. It will also be a way for third graders to fill out their questionnaires.  It will be a 
permanent feature on our website. Your guides are Beverly Klimas, Bonnie Williams, Kim Barrett Mulasky, 
Dr. Constance J. Longmire, Veronica Hughes, Ken Roddie and filmed by Keith Harris. 

Twinsburg Historical Society News Letter 

P.O. Box 7 

Twinsburg, OH  44087 

www.twinsburghistoricalsociety.org 

mailto:oldethymefayre@gmail.com


 

 

Twinsburg Historical Society News Letter 

P.O. Box 7 

Twinsburg, OH  44087 

www.twinsburghistoricalsociety.org 

Scavenger Hunt 

This will be the only non-virtual part of this year’s Olde Thyme Fayre - and there are rewards!   The infor-
mation, about Twinsburg’s History, of course, is found by exploring the town Square and by looking along 
Church St.   Questionnaires will be available on our website starting on Sept. 5 
(www.twinsburghistoricalsociety.org) or may be picked up at the Museum on Sept. 12 from 11:00 to 4:00 
and the 13th from Noon until 5:00.   

Completed questionnaires should be returned during those times and exchanged for a small prize.  Prize 
donors, so far, include Handel’s Ice Cream, George’s Donuts, Dairy Queen, “R” Fun House, Twila’s Treasures, 
91 Nutrition, Dunkin Donut’s and Master Crafts. 

If the weather is nice, look for us in the parking lot in front of the Barn....if not, we’ll be in the Barn or Muse-
um.   In either case, both buildings will be open for tours (with masks and distancing).  And, we will be sell-
ing raffle tickets for our amazing dollhouse and quilt. 

Tales of Locust Grove 

As you may have guessed our beloved tour of the Locust Grove Cemetery is going virtual as well. We are 
working hard at the beginning of a long term project. We are filming Tales on location in our historical burial 
ground. Starting with some of our most iconic characters. This interactive video will be available in October. 
This will be an addition to the live event which will be back in 2021. 

 

In tough times the tough get tougher. We are a mighty and creative group. As members you already recog-
nize our value. Please share our notices and information. As we make history every day it is crucial that we 
chronical it as it becomes our past. If you have interesting stories about your adventures in this pandemic 
please send them along. 

All of our contact information is included in this Newsletter.  

 

Special thanks to Keith Harris who has been the man behind the camera through much of this as has Web-
master Bob Davet. 

http://www.twinsburghistoricalsociety.org


 

 

1918 Spanish Flu Pandemic: 

The estimated deaths from the 1918 Panademic made it one of deadliest in history. It came in two waves 

infecting about one-third of the population and killed 20 million.  

The Spanish Influenza in Summit County was starting to peak in the fall of 1918.  

Believed to have started in Spain the pandemic likely started in France, Britain, or the United States.  

The symptoms were cold, like that included chills, fatigue, nausea, fever, sneezing, and coughing. Their lungs 

filled with fluid and struggled to breathe. Their skin turned a sickly blue. Whoever attended to the sick wore 

masks of several thicknesses of cotton over the nose and mouth. Those infected were strictly confined to 

sickrooms until fully recovered.  

Akron Beacon Journal  

October 3, 1918           

Akron Beacon Journal  

October 7, 1918  
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It could have been worse without the efforts of the 

new director of the Akron Health Department, 

Charles T. Nesbitt. One of the early fatalities was a 

26-year-old physician, Dr. Jane Darling Stevenson, 

who was serving her internship at a Philadelphia 

General Hospital. She died six days later. Within a 

week, dozens of cases were confirmed. Dr. Nesbitt 

announced, “We are in the initial stages of the influ-

enza epidemic. Every city in the United States has 

passed through the stages which Summit County 

was now passing. Therefore, the doctors must re-

port every case which shows the symptoms of Influenza.” Newspapers published the names of those who 

had died.  

Dr. Nesbitt ordered the closing of all schools, churches, clubs, and theaters. All sporting events were can-

celed, including high school football games. On October 12, 1918 at midnight, all public and private gather-

ings in Akron were prohibited until further notice. Patients continued to flood Akron City Hospital, Children’s 

Hospital, and Peoples Hospital. The closest Hospital to Twinsburg in 1918 was the Bedford Hospital. Twins-

burg Dr. R.B. Chamberlin treated patients at his home and the Bedford Hospital.  

Bedford Hospital  Twinsburg home of Dr. R.B. Chamberlin  
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New Members: 

Renewing 

Members: 

Keith Harris 

Karen H. Disque 

Eleanor Smith 

Christopher & Cassandra 

Falcone 

Dr. Nesbitt had the newly completed Akron Armory converted into a tempo-

rary Hospital. Hundreds of residents were treated at the Armory. Dr. Nesbitt 

ordered factories to refuse workers with colds, business owners were told to 

refuse service to those appearing ill. Businesses and streetcars were ordered 

to keep their windows open for fresh air. City leaders passed an emergency 

ordinance to ban spitting in public places or on sidewalks.  

The Akron Armory 1918  

Akron Beacon Journal November 8, 1918  
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Featured Business 

Partner: 

Although formally established 
in 1998, ChromaScape has a 
rich history of manufacturing 
colorants and additives for 
many different markets and 
applications. In 1968, Cleve-
land native George Chase and 
his wife Carol Ann founded 
Allied Color Industries, Inc. as a 
colorant formulator, manufac-

turer and supplier 
to the Plastics Industry. 

The company prospered and, 
in 1987, was acquired by M.A. 
Hanna Company – a Fortune 
300 company with plans to 
become a major provider of 
plastic resins, colorants, and 
rubber compounds. 

Chase left M.A. Hanna Compa-
ny in 1995 and founded Chro-
maScape three years later 
after purchasing controlling 
interest in Amerimulch. Chro-
maScape moved its headquar-
ters to Twinsburg in 2005. 

2055 Enterprise Pkwy 
Twinsburg, OH 44087 

service@chromascape.com 
 
Local: 330.998.7574 

Toll Free Support: 888.421.0010 

Akron Evening Times October 11, 1918  Akron Beacon Journal October 15, 1918  

All funerals were private. Only immediate family members could attend. Anyone 

caught violating the rules would be prosecuted. After weeks of dealing with over-

whelming workloads, some health care workers suffered nervous breakdowns. Even 

Dr. Nesbitt had to take time off. The results in Summit County would have been worse 

if Dr. Nesbitt were not empowered to make the policy. Smaller towns like Twinsburg 

followed the actions of the larger cities. The meetings at the Twinsburg Grange and 

worship at the First Congregational Church were suspended. Twinsburg Schools were 

closed.  

Overall, the Spanish Influenza sickened more than 7,000 in Akron, claiming at least 

630 lives. To put it in perspective, the number of Akron men lost in World War I was 

304. For comparison, the population of Twinsburg was 920, and one man lost in WWI.  

The records for Locust Grove Cemetery list 15 burials in 1918. 

The cause of death is unknown.  

Ethan Alling - March 25, 1918  Wayne Boose -  

May 26, 1918  

Dr. Zilpha Griste - 1918  Maria Macek - 1918  

Anna Baldwin - 1918  Jane Carter - 1918  James Lindley -  

April 18, 1918  

Arnold Mahlar - 1918  

Sarah Bennett - 1918  John Day - 1918  Maria Macek - 1918  Newman Osborn -  

November 9 1918  

Orland Bishop - 1918  Theresa Dell - 1918  Arnold Mahlar - 1918   

Big Thanks goes out to Dale Diersing for pulling all this information  

together on the 1918 Influenza Pandemic. 

mailto:service@chromascape.com
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Charitable Giving 

The Historical Society relies upon the generous financial support of private individuals & of our local 

businesses to help us preserve and care for Twinsburg’s historical legacy. We hope that you will help 

your Twinsburg Historical Society continue its important work by considering us in your will, trust or by 

beneficiary designation.   

History is preserved not through government institutions but through the actions of selfless individuals 

who became aware of a momentous event or were touched personally, then inspired to do what they 

could do to save it. As a society we grow learning from our past and we hope you will join us in pre-

serving this knowledge for the future. 

Bequests in your will, trust or by beneficiary designation cost you nothing now. You can hold on to 

your assets for as long as you need them & you can change your beneficiaries at any time. 

Leaving a financial gift in your will to charity is not done on a whim. It is a deeply personal decision that 

reflects your values and beliefs. It is an easy thing to do. Just contact your lawyer or financial advisor & 

tell them that you appreciate the Twinsburg Historical Society & want to support it for future genera-

tions with a gift by bequest in your will.  


